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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Sir: 
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,i£Via AS Fi*ST CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELC?! 
ASSESSED TO: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS ANS> 
TfcASEAtAKJCS, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231, ON 



CAROTH£fcS AND CAKOTHEfcS 

In accordance with Rules 56, 97 and 98 of theRules of Practice in iPatent Cases, 
this Information Disclosure Statement provides citations relating to the captioned application. 
Applicant hereby requests the Examiner to review and make an independent evaluation of each 
listed citation. 




There are 1 U.S. Patent citation, 2 Japanese Patent Opening Gazette publications, 
and 1 European Patent publication, which are listed on the attached PTO-1449 Form and copies 
of all citations listed are enclosed. 



Japanese Patent Opening Gazette No. 69504/1997 corresponds to European Patent 
Application Publication EPO 697467A1, and Japanese Patent Opening Gazette No. 149989/1998 
corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 5,788,778. 

In addition to the accompanying citations, Applicant, and/or the undersigned 
attorney may have seen or considered other information relating to the subject invention; however, 
it is their best present recollection and judgement that they have not seen or considered any such 
other information which is material to the examination and/or patentability of the captioned 
application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed solely for the purpose of 
compliance with the above-identified rules and is not intended to be a substitute for either an 
independent evaluation of the cited information by the Examiner or an independent search by the 
Examiner and no representation of any nature is made or intended by this statement. 
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